Contemporary Texas Web Quest
Directions: From my website, open the Contemporary Texas Web Quest ppt. It is linked under class documents. Use the slides and links provided to complete the web quest. 
There are many ways in which Texans have adapted to and modified the environment? Think about both the positive and negative effects.  On SLIDE 2 explore how Texans have modified rivers, the Great Plains, and the Gulf of Mexico. Click on the links in the blue circles to answer the questions. 
1. Rivers- What are the differences between a “poorly run hydro” dam and a “well run hydro” dam? (When you click on the link, you will have to click on the bottom where it says “click here to continue.”)



2. Great Plains- Give 2 purposes of Texas’ “Drought Preparedness Council?”



3. Great Plains- Scroll to the bottom of the “Drought Information” page. Looking at the U.S. Drought Monitor map for the state of Texas, what is 1 conclusion you can make about Texas’ current drought status?


4. Great Plains- Use the website to build a successful wind turbine. Name at least 2 things that are going to make your wind turbine successful. (What are you going to consider when building?)



5. Great Plains- Based on what you know about Texas’ geography, what 2 regions would you build wind turbines in and why?
6. Gulf of Mexico- On April 20, 2010, an oil rig in the Gulf of Mexico exploded leading to a large oil spill. How many barrels of oil leaked into the Gulf and how long did it take to cap it?


7. Gulf of Mexico- Since the oil spill occurred 40 miles off shore, why were we lucky?



Watch the video clip “What is Fracking?” on SLIDE 3 and answer the following questions. 
8. What is the purpose of fracking? (What are they trying to get?)


9. This new method of fracking is going to lead to a boom in what industry? Why do you think that is?


Read the text on SLIDES 4-6 titled, “What is Fracking?” and answer the following questions.
10. What is fracking?

 a)  a way to get petroleum out of undersea deposits by pumping chemicals into them.
 b)  a new dance popular on the West Coast that involves spinning like a drill.
 c)  a process that breaks up rock formations underground to access natural gas. 
 d)  a way to drill safely through groundwater to produce new energy from rock formations


11. Describe the process of fracking. 






12. What are some problems fracking might cause?

a)  whiplash and other spinal injuries
b)  pollution of groundwater
c)  earthquakes
d)  volcano eruptions

13. Why do some scientists want to carry out more studies on fracking?





14. Explain how fracking contributes to pollution. 
		



Click on the video link titled, “Communities Divided” on SLIDE 7 and watch the clip. Then answer the following questions.
15. Explain why some people are pro-fracking. Give at least 1 reason. 



16. Why are others opposed to (against) fracking? Give at least 2 reasons. 



Study the graphs and maps on SLIDES 8-9. 
17. What is one conclusion that you can draw from the graph on SLIDE 8? 



18. Do you think that fracking and earthquakes are related? Explain your answer using the maps on SLIDE 9. 



Read through SLIDES 10-18. 
19. What 2 cities are home to Texas’ Oil and Gas industry?

20. Where is NASA’s Johnson Space Center located? Why do you think it is located there as opposed to other places in the United States? 


21. Name 2 ways Johnson Space Center has impacted Texas. 



22. On SLIDE , click on the photo of Johnson Space Center. Explore the website. Under TOPICS, click on JOURNEY TO MARS. From there, click on OVERVIEW. 
Currently, NASA is developing the capabilities to send humans to Mars in what year? Why Mars?



23. Using the same slide, click on the NASA logo. In Science, you are learning about what is necessary to live on our planet Earth. What about if you took a trip to Mars? Beside the necessities necessary for everyday life, what 10 items would you take? List them below. 



24. MD Anderson is located right here in Texas and is the leading Cancer hospital in the entire country. What city is it located in? (Hint: You’re going to have to search the website. We’re looking for the main location and general area.)


25. On the MD Anderson Children’s Cancer Hospital homepage, if you scroll towards the bottom, it mentions some of the diseases treated there. List 3 of the diseases doctors treat patients with. 



26. Using the “Major Electronics Companies in Texas” map on Slide 16, what 2 cities provide the most technology related jobs to Texans? What region are a majority of these jobs found in?




27. What is one conclusion that you can draw from the graph on SLIDE 18?





